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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1260 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, LE, ASEC, PINS 

SUBJECT: JUNBLATT ASSASSINATION - SITUATION MARCH 22 
REF: BEIRUT 1238 (DTG 210211Z MAR 77) 

1 . SUMMARY: DRUZE CENTER IN WEST BEIRUT IS NOW FOCAL 
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POINT OF CONDOLENCES FOR JUNBLATT, AS CITY REMAINS QUIET 

BUT TENSE. ASF HAS REPORTEDLY MADE FIRST ARRESTS (16 OF 

264 ACCUSED) OF DRUZES RESPONSIBLE FOR MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS, 

AS CHRISTIAN CRITICISM OF GOVERNMENT SHIFTS TO DEMANDS FOR 
ACTION AGAINST THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR MASSACRE. WALID JUNBLATT 
TO MEET NATIONAL MOVEMENT POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. NOTHING 
FURTHER ON WHO KILLED JUNBLATT. END SUMMARY. 
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2. CONDOLENCES IN BEIRUT. 

MARCH 21 WAS FIRST FULL DAY OF CONDOLENCES FOR KAMAL JUNBLATT 
AT DRUZE CENTER IN WEST BEIRUT, WITH VISITS BY MORE POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS, FOREIGN DIPLOMATS AND POPULAR DELEGATION 
FROM THE COUNTRY-SIDE. VARIOUS MOTORCADES IN COMMEMORATION 
OF JUNBLATT WERE SEEN IN THE WEST BEIRUT STREETS THROUGHOUT 
THE DAY, INCLUDING A MURABITUN CONVOY WHICH PASSED THE US 
EMBASSY. NEVERTHELESS. BEIRUT NIGHT OF MARCH 21-22 AND MORNING 
OF MARCH 22 QUIET. WITH STREET LIFE ABOUT AS USUAL. 

3. ARRESTS OF AVENGERS APPARENTLY BEGUN. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT ASF COMMANDER COL. AL-HAJJ HAS REPORTED 
TO SARKIS THAT ASF ELEMENTS IN THE CHOUF HAVE ARRESTED SIXTEEN 
DRUZES ACCUSED OF SLAUGHTERING CHRISTIANS. AND AL AMAL SAYS 
ABOUT 30 SO FAR ARRESTED. AL-HAJJ SAYS ABOUT ONE-FOURTH OF 
THOSE ACCUSED ARE THEMSELVES WOMEN AND CHILDREN. WE ALSO UNDER- 
STAND THAT CHRISTIANS HAVE PREPARED LISTS ACCUSING TOTAL 
OF 264 DRUZES OF MASSACRES, INCLUDING DETAILS OF THEIR 
CRIMES. TOTAL OF CHRISTIANS KILLED AND IDENTIFIED IN CHOUF 
NOW STANDS AT 129. MAYOR OF DEIR EL QAMAR MARCH 21 SAID 
ASF ELEMENTS ARE ON EXCELLENT TERMS WITH LOCAL CHRISTIAN 
LEADERS BUT STILL LACKED ORDERS TO ARRESTS ANYONE. 

3. CHRISTIANS CONTINUE PRESSURE ON GOVERNMENT. 

CHRISTIAN DEMANDS ON GOVERNMENT HAVE NOW SHIFTED IN EMPHASIS 
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FROM CALLS FOR PROTECTION OF CHOUF CHRISTIANS TO DEMANDS FOR 
ACTION AGAINST DRUZES WHO HAVE KILLED CHRISTIANS. ACCORDING 
TO BAYRAQ, TANZIM LEADER GEORGE ADWAN, AFTER PRESIDING 
MEETING OF "COMBINED FORCES" LEADERSHIP MARCH 21, DESCRIBED 
GOL/ASF STEPS TO DATE AS "INSUFFICIENT." CAMILLE CHAMOUN 
SAID KFUR LEADERS DEMAND THE ARREST AND TRIAL OF THOSE GUILTY 
OF MASSACRES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, AND "NUMEROUS DRUZE PER- 
SONALITIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS ARE IN AGREEMENT WITH US 
ON THIS QUESTION." WE HAVE A REPORT, FROM FSI SOURCE, 

THAT FORMER PRESIDENT FRANGIEH IS GOING TO DEMAND THE 
REPLACEMENT OF COL. AL-HAJJ FOR HIS ALLEGED FAILURE TO REACT 
PROMPTLY TO PROTECT CHOUF CHRISTIANS AFTER THE ASSASSINATION. 

IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER GOL/ASF ACTION IN THE NEXT 
24 HOURS WILL BE SUFFICIENT TO DEFUSE CHRISTIAN THREATS 
OF COUNTER-RETALIATION BEGINNING MARCH 23. ONE STORY HAS 
IT THAT 22 YOUNG CHRISTIANS AT DEIR EL QAMAR ON MARCH 20 
OR 21 SWORE REVENGE AGAINST THE DRUZES, BUT WERE TOLD BY 
CAMILLE CHAMOUN TO NOT DO ANYTHING FOR 48 HOURS. 
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5. WALID. 

AS SAFIR REPORTS THAT WALID JUNBLATT HAS CALLED A MEETING 
OF THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT LEADERSHIP FOR MARCH 22. FSI CHIEF OF 
STAFF DAHROUJE TELLS US THAT WALID HAS BEEN PREVAILED UPON BY 
THE ARSLAN FAMILY TO RECEIPROCATE THE VISIT OF CONDOLENCES OF 
THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT DELEGATION (REFTEL) BY A CALL ON SYRIAN 
PRESIDENT ASAD, AFTER 40 DAYS. 

6. WHO DID IT? 

GOL CONTINUES SHOW APPEARANCES OF INTENSIVE INVESTIGATIVE 
ACTIVITY TO DETERMINE WHO KILLED JUNBLATT, AND HAS REFERRED 
CASE TO THE STATE JUDICIAL COUNCIL, BUT WE HAVE NO NEW 
INFORMATION ON THE CRIME. RADIO BAGHDAD HAS ACCUSED RIFAT AL- 
ASAD, BROTHER OF THEY SYRIAN PRESIDENT. 

PARKER 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 BEIRUT 01260 221227Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ASSASSINATION, REPORTS, POLITICAL SITUATION, POLITICAL LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BEIRUT01260 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770097-1124 
Format: TEL 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770337/aaaabfod.tel 

Line Count: 139 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 38fc34b4-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 BEIRUT 1238 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3040610 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: JUNBLATT ASSASSINATION - SITUATION MARCH 22 
TAGS: PINT, ASEC, PINS, LE, (JUMBLATT, KAMAL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/38fc34b4-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



